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When our Savior was born some two-thousand yearstagasiclear to every believer in
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that the sedagtbf the week was THE Day of
the LORD, the day sanctified by our Creator at credto rest from daily work and for
the communal worship of our God.

Scripture is unequivocal that Jesus customarily kept th&lyveeventh-day of the week
as a holy Sabbath day and assembled at the local syreagbéle NEVER kept the first
day of the week as holy unto the LORD. He NEVER taagltof His disciples that He
changed the LORD’s own sanctified seventh day to reraeiin instead. That is
absurd.

Jesus is also shown in scripture keeping the three gpitgrah Feasts of the LORD in
Jerusalem. He even became our Passover Lamb astlgal of His human ministry to
mankind. He NEVER observed an Easter Sunday. He NE&ER asked His disciples
to remember His resurrection

Here is the plain Truth for anyone with ears to hdaor the entire first century after the
death and resurrection of Jesus, every believer iGtteof Abraham, every disciple
who believed that Jesus was His only begotten Sonhenpiromised Savior of the world,
was a Sabbath-keeper! There were NO exceptions.y Bekever rested from work and
held holy convocations ONLY on the weekly and annub&th days which were
appointed by the LORD.

Not one person in the family of God, not one persoa whs alive when Jesus spoke to
the multitudes, not one person who was taught the gosfie# cbming Kingdom of God
by Him OR by His hand picked apostles ever kept Sundayaseil day of rest or
worship for His disciples eventually known as “ChrissiinNo, not one!

Yet today, we have essentially the entire Chrisitharch, a couple of billion people all
around the world, keeping Sunday as THE holy day of the fosr@hristians. Just about
every Christian Church leader and preacher, whether &pulpit, podium or a radio
broadcast, a television show or a computer interteepsoclaims that Sunday, the first
day of the week, is the holy day for worship for thag® follow Christ.

How can practically the whole world be so deceived?vidan they have wandered so
far off the path of Christ and His Apostles? Whanethe scholars who have studied
both their Bible and the history of the church of Go#¥kere is a Christian leader willing
to stand up for the Truth of God and His holy Word and atirait no where in scripture
is it taught to keep the first day of the week holy iadtef the seventh day?

Where are the Christian historians who can recemnicé Truth from scripture that none



of the thousands of “Christians” (meaning the follosvef the Christ) in the church of
God who received the Holy Spirit on and after Penteaodtreturned to their far flung
nations of the civilized world kept Sunday as their liay for over a hundred years after
the Lord of the Sabbath ascended to heaven to beowitkather?

Can you reconcile how these seemingly wise religicagdes find dogmatic truth in
Sunday worship when those who were closest to our kdren the church that He heads
began, NEVER kept Sunday as His holy day? His discigleeatly understood that

He was Lord of the Sabbath and made it for all mankistdgs He proclaimed with His
own lips. From where does your understanding come? @agiye an answer based
upon scripture? Or, can you only quote a priest, pastevangelist or some secular
book?

Isn’t it time that you stopped being deceived? Isnitretfor the scales to fall from your
eyes and to see Jesus as Lord of the seventh-day I$alkatt it about time for you to
trust in what God declared to be holy time and aband®fatbe teachings of men? Isn’t
today the time for you to hear the voice of our G&apherd and follow Him?

No one could be any more shocked than | was whernt Bfuslied for myself what the
Bible taught about the commanded day of rest and holyocation for the people of the
God of Abraham. How could so many God-fearing, Bibkdieg Christians be misled
about what God clearly commanded His people to do FOREsdBRerning worship
before HiIm?

The answer seems to be that when a story is reiplthdéusands of years, and you hear it
from your parents and your Sunday-school teachers whartryst, it naturally becomes
part of your accepted belief system and needs no furthgtirgy. Anything to the

contrary is simply dismissed as weird or fanaticaludticc

There is just enough Truth mixed in with Sunday falsehoadake today’s belief
credible. It is not too different than many legend&tvihave a grain of truth in them
and when that seed is watered and embellished with iatamis and half-truths a myth
becomes spoken about as if a true legend.

Again, no one could be more surprised, or more disgruntied, ltwas when | studied
what actually happened as the Sabbath of the LORD keaged to the Sunday of the
Church of Rome. Believe me, this crime against Gosl avainside job. Religious
leaders within the professing Christian Church brougfdlge teachings about Sunday
being the holy day for the disciples of Christ, the tnaad of the church of God.

In previous programs, | covered the historical everiésifig the church of God in the
three centuries after the apostle John had died. Vatibusch Fathers began jostling for
dominance in authority and doctrine. An intense hatéhie Jews both in Jerusalem and
those scattered among the nations produced a hate tloing# Jewish in the
governments and in the Church. One sure sign of the Jew their seventh-day
Sabbath.



All these factors gradually set the stage for a dramaatithat changed the course of the
professing church of God. It occurred in the fourth centiiam speaking of the
combination of the power of the leader of the greatestd-dominating power to date,
the Roman Empire, with the leader of the Church of &om

Many Christians who have studied Church history wdbgmize the name of Emperor
“Constantine the Great.” Many will claim that Ceanrgtine declared Christianity to be
the official “religion” of the entire Roman Empird.he story goes that after seeing a
vision of a cross in the sky under which to conquer,sGottine converted to
Christianity.

How many of these impressions are true? Seculangsiprovide a different and
disturbing picture. Are you willing to consider the factS?, will you accept such
legendary accounts as given and repeated endlessly by ofdiie Church of Rome?

We have the words of the decree which Constantinedssen March 7 AD 321. | quote:

“Let all the judges and town people, and the occupatiofi whees rest on the
venerable day of the sun; but let those who are sduatie country, freely and
at full liberty attend to the business of agriculture;”

The Emperor of Rome officialy commands his citizemsest from labor on Sunday. He
specifically commands that the empire’s judges not haloitan Sunday. This is easy
for him to enforce. He also commands that tradesmge cities also not work on
Sunday. This was not so easy to enforce.

At first blush, you might conclude that Constantineoisftming that Sunday is replacing
the Saturday Sabbath for Christians like himself. fEfierence to days that you are not
to work looks like a link to the Jewish Sabbath. Yowiddoe terribly wrong. What is
not well understood is that Constantine had not yet gezvision in the sky of the cross.
In fact, he did not profess Christianity until two ye&ater in 323 AD! And, many doubt
his true conversion as he even murdered his own saitgain his power.

Now, look closely at his decree. Is there any meamibChristianity in it? Is there a
reference to the Bible or of Sunday being the holytbayreplaces the Saturday
Sabbath? Would anyone familiar with the Bible orTleeah think that Constantine the
Great was establishing a new Sabbath day which alee®ing and reaping or
husbandry? No.

The clue to what is really going on is the connectibthe Emperor’s decree of rest from
work to honor the “venerable day of the sun.” Thisdsthe Son of God. It is the
blazing sun in the sky! Constantine was enforcingotigan festival of sun worship in

his empire! Constantine was a heathen personadiypicing the rites performed by sun
worshippers which had dominated Greek, and now the Roufiame; especially the
members of the military, the powerful Roman legionsaidiers.



A hero of Constantine the Great was Hercules, thioaf being of great power and the
son of the god Zeus; not Jesus, the Son of the GodrahAim. He would have
appreciated the god Apollo, of manly beauty, poetry and poypliko was closely
associated with Helios, the Greek sun god; not the Gédh@ham! He also followed
Mithras; the Persian god of light, not Moses who wasllsy God to enlighten His
people about His commandments; including keeping the Sahbigth

Historians report that the sun was universally cetebras the invincible guide and
protector of Constantine. The multitudes were taughtttiemperor beheld with his
mortal eyes the visible majesty of their sun defpman citizens witnessed that the
alters of Apollo were crowned with the votive offgynof Constantine the Great.

So, if Constantine’s Sunday law was really not abduis@ianity AT ALL, how did it
become part of the church of God? To understand thidogenent, we need to consider
another leader, the bishop of the Church of Rome; Bgjvester. It was by his apostolic
authority some three years later that Sylvester dddtee name of this already
established pagan sun festival with the title of thertl’s Day.”

It is important to understand that while various segmeifitise Church had begun
meeting on Sunday for worship to contradict any asseambiyhat they reckoned as the
“Jewish” Sabbath, it was understood that the Sabldatiedible, the Sabbath of the
Lord for rest, was Saturday. Some earlier Church Fa#dso referred to Sunday as the
Lord’s day. However, most of the apostolic church keggiu@lay as a day of rest, even
fasting at home on it while a few used Sunday for a rfesteve time for group worship.

For Sylvester, Constantine’s Sunday law was an opptyticnget the heathen Sunday
festival observers acquainted with Christ on this pelgkcreed Lord’s Day. It would
empower the empire’s universal Roman Catholic Churth te sanction of the

Emperor of Rome. The stage was set for branding anyredted and worshipped on the
Biblical Sabbath as a heretic. The breech wideneddip between the Western Church
which kept Sunday as holy and the Eastern Church whiamed the Saturday Sabbath
of the apostolic church.

After the vision of Constantine of the cross of@oest, and his declared conversion to
Christianity, he began to exert a controlling influeon the Church of the Roman
Empire. Both politically and spiritually, the Jews ahdit Sabbath left Constantine
determined to “have nothing in common with that masitie rabble of the Jews.”

Eusebius, a bishop of Rome, and an historian, was @kfpend and the eulogist of
Constantine. He lived in the sunshine of imperiabfavT he writing of Eusebius would
naturally give great pleasure and flatter his benefadlmw consider the words of
Eusebius as he comments on Psalm 92:

“Wherefore as they rejected it, the Word, iz new covenant, translated and
transferred the feast of the Sabbath to the morighg ind gave us the symbol



of the true rest, viz., the saving Lord’s day, the fidsty] of the light, in which the
Savior of the world, after his labors among men, iobththe victory over death,
and passed the portals of heaven, having achieved aswpekior to the six-
days’creation.”

“On this day, which is the first of light and of theeé Sun, we assemble, after the
interval of six days, and celebrate holy and spirit@ddifaths, even all nations
redeemed by him throughout the world, and do those thimgsding to the
spiritual law, which were decreed for the priests to dohe Sabbath.”

“And all things whatsoever that it was duty to do on3$ladbath, these we have
transferred to the Lord’s day, as more appropriatelyngaig to it, because it has
a precedence and is first in rank, and more honoradtettte Jewish Sabbath.”

Do you catch it brethren? It is there for us towek our own eyes if we will open them.
Eusebius is the father of the doctrine that the Shhlas changed to Sunday for the
Christian Church.

There is no writer before Eusebius in the fourth cgnithro even hinted that the Sabbath
of the Bible was CHANGED to Sunday for ChristiansadAhe does so with flowing
words void of a single text of scripture. Writing asugb Christ, the Word, changed the
day of rest and worship from Saturday to Sunday, thewergs of Eusebius reveal the
change was a bank shot of three men starting witdeébeee of pagan Emperor
Constantine for the law of the Empire regarding work.

This was officially sanctioned by the authority ofgeédSylvester for the Church of Rome
for the first time. And, finally it was testified s new doctrine for all Christian
believers by Bishop Eusebius some three hundred year<Citist departed the earth.
Christ, of course, left not one inspired word to tH#goe to any disciple of His.

So astonishing was this testimony, that not onerathiger of that age even seconded this
motion of Eusebius. Are you going to second his motiones1,700 years later? Or,

will you search your own Bible to see if the doctrri€Eusebius is the Truth of Christ?
Basically, regardless of the name above your Church domu view the Sabbath as
being on Sunday, you are actually in the Church of EudeHius a shocking realization.

Actually, despite these momentous events in the histiitye church of God, after the
reign of Constantine and its wounding of the Biblicdbt&dh of the Lord, the holy
seventh-day began to recover strength, especiallgiiéstern Churches of the Empire.
The fact is that most established Churches around dhid wontinued to keep the
seventh-day Sabbath holy. The main Churches keeping yvas@anew day of rest and
worship were the Church of Rome and the Church of Aldea in Egypt.

The issue of whether the Sabbath for the church dfi@the Roman Empire was
Saturday, the seventh-day, or Sunday, the first day wiasisive matter among the
believers in Christ. The leaders of the Church ahBtad support from the Roman



Emperor and sought a universal day of rest and worshipoukcil of Church Fathers
was convened in 364 AD at Laodicea to settle this mattere is what was decreed:

“Because Christians ought not to Judaize, and to rélseiBabbath, but to work
in that day (which many did refuse at that time to d8)it, preferring in honor

the  Lord’s day (there being then a great controversy amdmgt@ns which of these
two days should have precedency), if they desired tothest,should do this as
Christians. Wherefore if they shall be found to Jugldet them be accursed from
Christ.”

This council's decree prohibited the keeping of the Je@abbath under an anathema. It
materially enhanced both the “sacredness” and thesgasltical authority of a Sunday
festival throughout the Roman Empire. It was no lorgenluntary choice of Christians
between two acceptable days for rest and worship. dindlee doctrine of the Church of
Rome now taught that the decreed Sunday festival wasthialay intended by the

fourth commandment.

The winds of change continued to blow in the Churcht dwdy was it hoped that the
celebration of Sunday in the Church would help bring tlgapaun-worshippers into
Christianity, it soon was condoned that the rest fweork on Sunday first decreed by
Constantine only applied to a ceasing of work in thenmgrso that Christians could
attend a Church service to be called a “mass* of résremae.

As the fifth century rolls around, two prominent Chuseints, Jerome and Augustine,
both led the denigration of the seventh day Sabbattealews as a day of fasting. They
promoted the acceptance of work on Sunday but only afterraing worship festival.

And, St. Augustine, a favorite of Catholic theologignsffered a forceful approach in
compelling this change. It was referred to from histépthrone in North Africa to
“Compel them to come in.” It gave the papacy a deadgper and laid the foundation
for the infamous Inquisitions. Augustine taught that thetritees of the Church of Rome
were to be enforced by the sword of the empire. é#ishing, along with the actions of
“Imperial Christianity,” to their shame sent mill®of believers to death for no greater
crime than refusing to believe in the forms of egakgal worship enforced by the state.

Confusion and turmoil within the Church and Empire cathas some who had now
accepted Sunday as the Sabbath, now wanted to bandwattional work and self-
pleasure on Sunday. So, we find Emperor Leo in AD 469 gshenfollowing decree
which overrides Constantine in the allowance of hadbawork on Sunday:

“It is our will and pleasure, that the holy days dedicatethe most high God,
should not be spent in sensual recreations, or othepsiganed by suits of law,
especially the Lord’s day, which we decree to be aradteeday, and therefore
free it of all citations, executions, pleadings, andlikeavocations. Let not the
circus or theater be opened, nor combating with wildtsdae seen on it....If any
will presume to offend in the premises, if he be aanyi man, let him lose his



commission; or if others, let his estate or goodsdrdiscated. We command,
therefore, all, as well as husbandmen as othersybedr work on this day of our
restoration.”

If these back and forth religious decrees of emperorgeridsiastical leaders don't set
well with your spirit, don't be disheartened. Even witthe Roman Catholic Church,
there were pockets of believers who rejected the mautyldeicrees coming from Rome.

Indeed, even the Church in northern Italy, centerddilamn, strongly resisted the decrees
and authority of the Church of Rome. It was not jhstd¢hange of Sabbath to Sunday
they resented, but other doctrines such as the celifabg priesthood and the ascetic
continence of St. Jerome who introduced heresieghetdatin translation of the Bible
known as the Vulgate, the Catholic Bible. Imperial pmamlsisted upon including the
apocryphal books which were later decried in the Refoomaf the second millennium.

During the fourth century, the Roman Empire reachedritsagie of world power
dominating the territories and peoples surrounding theeeiigditerranean Sea which
included much of the civilized world. Emperor Constantmigh Rome as the capital of
his Western Empire, even established a capital fomhi#ung Eastern Empire in the city
called Byzantium which he renamed Constantinople hiteself. We know it today as
Istanbul in Turkey. This Byzantine Empire survived aln@thousand years after the
fall of the Roman Empire!

By combining the Church with the State, the papacyarh®and the political and
military power of the Emperor, the Holy Roman Empdyecame the leader of what
might be called Imperial Christianity. Like the Empiveh two capitals, we now find
two religious authorities, the Western Church of Ronmeetae Church of the East of
Constantinople.

The annuals of history concerning the rise and fathefRoman Empire has filled a
book. We can't touch even a fraction of its historhis half hour program. Suffice it
to say that tribes and nations bordering the Romanrémwho were called barbarians,
continued to challenge the Empire for control of teryit people and wealth.

You would recognize some of their names as tribes themorth which invaded Italy:
the Goths, the Vandals and the Huns. In the fithuwgnby 476 AD, the Goths of
Germanic descent invaded Rome and drove the last Romper&r from his throne.
The great Western Empire of Rome had fallen.

However, the fall of the Roman Empire did not end thgrr of the Church of Rome as
the authoritative seat of world Christianity. Itwedty strengthened its grip on
Christianity during the next three centuries. Althouglthe fifth century the Church of
Rome had decreed new holy days for the Christian Chuhsre remained pockets of
Sabbath keepers who refused to bow their knee to thesPdpize Roman Empire.

The clock on the wall says | must quit in the middleheffirst millennium after Christ.



Next Sabbath, | will highlight some of the most emassing situations created by the
Sunday-keeping Church of Rome, including the Dark Ages, tfeiRation and
especially how the Sabbath came to America. You dearit to miss this history of how
most of us Christians have gotten deceived by traditiwhrejected the Lord of the
Sabbath and the day He created for mankind.



