Lord of the Sabbath

Program #11

Three Days and Three Nights
Kenny Kitzke

LawstSheep Ministries

Today is the Sabbath day of the Lord. | pray you ard glad rejoicing in it!

Last week, we went day by day through the recorded a&sivif Jesus after He came to
Jerusalem for His last Feast of Unleavened Bread caltl the Passover, or Passover
feast. At this feast, Jesus would be slain as ouoRastamb. For, as we showed using
the Hebrew calendar (the calendar that Jesus used) wiasidsbe crucified, die and be
buried on Abib 14. There is no doubt in my mind that ihishat our Bible teaches.

We went on to give two reasons straight from the Gaspihn for why that day WAS
NOT a Friday. The teaching of a Good Friday deathmplginot supported by the
Bible. It is a tradition of men and based upon a ladknolierstanding of the Passover
feast of the LORD. Even though it was His last Passalesus kept it flawlessly. This
is what helps us understand what day of the week Jesuswdéed;hat day of the week
He rose.

Today, we are going to continue a day by day examinafisrhat was happening after
Jesus was put in a tomb, late on Abib 14, until the datytbiat tomb was discovered by
Mary Magdalene to be empty. And, we will look brieftyehat happened the days
AFTER He was resurrected.

Jesus was put in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea bstorget at the end of Abib 14,
just before Abib 15 would have begun. Abib 15 is an anhigil, holy-day Sabbath
named the first day of the Feast of Unleavened BredadebyORD. It was against the
Jewish law to leave a dead body unburied, or hanging aurcdipdon stake, on the
Sabbath. If one would handle a dead body on the Sabbathld defile a person
making them impure. Being defiled would prevent a person &ating the Passover
lamb that night.

We saw last week in John 18:28 how the chief priestséfaded to enter the Roman
government court building known as the Praetorium on tepdPation Day of the
Passover because it would defile them and it would prekient from eating the
Passover meal on the Biblical “Night to be Much Obsdt later that same night.

This tomb was intended for Joseph, a wealthy man amehaber of the ruling Jewish
Sanhedrin. It was a new tomb hewn out of the roekhich no one had been buried.
Joseph was a secret disciple of Jesus because ofrhig tea other Jewish religious
leaders. The tomb was nearby in a garden in Golgthtbalace of the crucifixion, but
was outside the city of Jerusalem where criminals wereified.

Prior to the crucifixion of Jesus, we kept time day by ldlawhat the Bible records Jesus



did. It was a pretty straightforward analysis. Of ceur®w with Jesus laid in a tomb,
keeping tract of the days must be done by what other pa@pé&doing until the day that
Jesus is resurrected from the dead and reappears in thésgddpe makes for a more
confusing and difficult chronology. We see the days gassigh the eyes and actions of
a number of different people: the apostles, women disogdldesus, the Jewish high
priests, and even Roman soldiers sent to guard the tbieisus.

But, it is through the eyes, accounts and acts of Magddlene that we get the best
picture of the passage of time between the burial amgression of Jesus. It is simply
amazing! It was shocking to me. This is surprising veuy comforting, especially to
women who seemed to take a lesser role in the spiifeuaf Israel than the men.

This is quite different in “New Covenant” Christianighere there is neither male nor
female in Christ. And, we see the special role aisiian women develop in the role of
Mary Magdalene. Are you ready to trace these amazirgatay events following the
burial of Jesus? Are you willing to look at them throtigl eyes of an observant Jew
who understood and kept the Feast of Unleavened Breadjossas did?

Fine! Let us start with where Mary Magdalene was wlesus died and was buried on
Abib 14 according to John 19: 25:

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His motlseeis Blary,
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.

Mary Magdalene was at the foot of the cross when Jeskedd John, the Apostle He
loved, to behold His mother as John’s own mother arahte for her in the future.

Now, notice something else very interesting about Méagdalene as found in Mark 15:
47.
And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses observed where He was laid.

In Luke 23: 55, we learn a little more:

And the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed after, and they
observed the tomb and how His body was laid. Then they returned and prepared
spices and fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the
commandment.

We see here, and in Matt: 27: 61, that Mary Magdalendhveas sitting opposite the
tomb watching as Joseph entombed Jesus and rolled atangein front of the door.
She observed where He was laid to rest. Best weeiano other of the Apostles went
to the tomb or knew where Jesus was buried.

Abib 15 (first day of Unleavened Bread)

We also see that Matthew asserts that these woshemed and prepared burial spices.



Matthew gives us the impression that they prepared thessghat same day before
sunset, and THEN rested on the Sabbath starting aftisets Now, we know that it was
late in the day time of Abib 14 when Jesus was entomidéitkn Jesus died at 3:00 PM,
a number of things had to happen BEFORE Jesus could bd:burie
* Joseph had to go back into Jerusalem to ask Pilate foigsern to remove the
body of Jesus from the cross
* Pilate had to summon the centurion to confirm thatsless dead
* After Pilate gave his permission, Joseph had to retuthe cross and remove the
dead body of Jesus from the cross
* On the way back, Joseph had to buy linen to wrap the dbdlysus for burial
* Joseph and Nicodemus had to transport the body of Jesughieacross to
Joseph’s tomb in the garden which was nearby
* Joseph and Nicodemus had to wrap the body of Jesus iic&an
* Joseph and Nicodemus had to apply the hundred pounds of mgrafoas
which Nicodemus had brought
* Joseph had to roll the large stone in front of the dddhe tomb

All this had to be done BEFORE sunset (about 6:00 PM)usecidne high Sabbath drew
near. Was three hours enough time for all thiseramly was possible but | suspect it
was very near sunset when that stone was put in @¢s pldront of the tomb’s opening.

So, while we understand that the women would rest fromk Wwom sunset to the next
sunset of Abib 15 for the high Sabbath of the first Denleavened Bread, it is difficult
to understand how they would have had time before thestmseturn to their abode
and prepare burial spices if they stayed by the tombngsds Joseph was there.

In fact, we find in another Gospel where these wofinsthBOUGHT spices AFTER the
Sabbath. We will address this apparent discrepancynaobé later in this program.

That night, the start of Abib 15, is when Jews fromehtire nation of Israel and beyond

would gather in homes or special rooms to eat their Bassover lamb feast sacrificed at
the temple the previous afternoon. No mention is no@deis night to be much observed
in Scripture that year.

We can only guess that even the apostles kept the Raskatysame night which Jesus
had yearned to keep with them at the last supper befosaiffdéeed and died. Their
Passover was probably kept in the very upper room wherapostles had made ready
the Passover they expected to observe with Jesus.

Since Abib 15 is a high Sabbath day, the first day @F#ast of Unleavened Bread, there
is not very much recorded to have happened during the dayfigimat first day that

Jesus was in the tomb. People would have been restingossibly holding private holy
convocations. The apostles would have done so proinaeddgret in fear of the Jewish
leaders who had sought to kill both Lazarus and then Jesus.

However, there is one event given which has greatfisgmce concerning the



resurrection of Jesus. We find it in Matt. 27: 62:

On the NEXT DAY, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chiestgrand
Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, saying, “Sir, we remembég e was

still alive, how that deceiver said, 'After three days | vide.” Therefore
command that the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest Hgessoome
by night and steal Him away, and say to the people, 'He has risen fradedde
So the last deception will be worse than the first.” Pilate saitiém, “You have
a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you know how.” So they went and
made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard.

What is vital here for our understanding of future evertisat if the guard was requested
during the daylight of Abib 15 and the guard was put in pladestrae day, they would
have planned to remain there until sunset on Abib 1dedfis was still in that tomb by
the end of Abib 17, there would be no way His prophecysioig AFTER three days
could have come true. The first day would end on Abib t5tlaa third day on Abib 17.
So, if the body of Jesus is still in that tomb wherAlib 18 begins, He was a phony and
the chief priests could heave a loud sigh of relief.

Abib 16 (second day of Unleavened Bread)

The day after Abib 15, after the annual, high Sabbatkl& by the Pharisees to be the
day for the wave sheaf offering of the firstfruitstioé barley harvest by the priests at the
temple. It is clear from Lev. 23 that Israel was taoéat any of the new grain until
bringing this wave offering before the LORD.

The Sadducees however believed that the wave sheangfieas to be offered one day
after the weekly Sabbath during the Feast of UnleavBrneald. While | have an opinion
about that, and will cover it when describing the Fewaatlater program, for now in the
context of time, we are not given any clues in thegtssof anyone actually participating
in the wave sheaf offering either on Abib 16, norrafie weekly Sabbath.

There is only one event mentioned in the Bible se@ms to have taken place on Abib
16. We find it described in Mark 16: 1-5:

Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices, that they might come and anoint Him. Very early in
the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tombtvwehsunt had
risen. And they said among themselves, “Who will roll away the &tomethe

door of the tomb for us?” But when they looked up, they saw that the stone had
been rolled away---for it was very large. And, entering the tomb,she a

young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right side; and they were
alarmed.

Here we see a Scriptural dilemma. | have read thaeveany times seeing the word
BOUGHT but reading in my mind the word “brought.” It souhkis the account of the



women coming to the tomb after the Sabbath on Sundayimg. But, is it?

Or, was it really early on Abib 16? In addition, werdndome confusion with the
previously cited scripture from Luke 23: 55 where it seemg/W&gdalene left the
tomb the evening Jesus was buried and returned to prepage apd oils BEFORE
resting on the Sabbath day. So, do you see the dileniin\d&ry first BOUGHT the
spices to anoint Jesus AFTER the Sabbath, how could#hpreparing the spices
BEFORE the Sabbath?

Well, this dilemma is easily resolved by understandieghasts of the LORD. Like
John has already made clear, there were two Salibatiesseven-day Feast of
Unleavened Bread. One was on the first day, and tlex oh the weekly Sabbath during
the Feast. There is actually a third annual Sabbathelast day of the Feast but this is
clearly AFTER Jesus rose from the dead.

The Sabbath AFTER which Mary bought the spices wakitfteSabbath of Abib 15.
The day they prepared the spices was probably Abib 16.dd)hthey come to the tomb
with the spices to anoint Jesus is AFTER the weekbp&th.

Okay, you are probably confused by all these timing isBregght about by events not
included in all the gospel accounts and by the fact theatts are not mentioned
necessarily in the strict order of a time chronologyis truly like a puzzle to identify
exactly what took place during this Feast of Unleavermedd also called the Passover,
and on what day of the month or week, especially ommdern Gregorian calendar.

To help you sort it through, | have prepared a booklettitResurrection Week--the
True Days Jesus Died and Rose!” | will send it to yaihevuit charge although a
donation of $10 would be much appreciated. Your check musate payable to
Kenneth Kitzke for LawstSheep Ministries. Send iL8&M, PO Box 203, Delmont, PA
15626.

| must warn you that the conclusions will shake yourrprimderstanding of what many
call Passion week in our Christian Churches. If yorelathirst for knowledge and
understanding of our Lord, you will want to go through tlisklet, day by day and
verse by verse. Let your own Bible show you why maingur American understandings
of the days of the death and resurrection of our Shaee been incorrectly garnered
from inaccurate translations of Scripture in our Endlisfles, and from a lack of
understanding of the Feasts of the LORD which Jesusentigdobserved without error.

Abib 17 (the third day of Unleavened Bread)

Well, the next event that every gospel writer mergisrMary Magdalene finding the
tomb empty. Indeed, Jesus repeatedly states that Heswidn or after the third day.
Has anyone ever explained to you that Jesus was taliing the third day of the Feast
of Unleavened Bread? Or, is this a revelation to ytuthis a new understanding? My
friends, | believe it was Abib 17 when Jesus rose fimerdead! If you want better and



more detailed proof, ask for the Booklet. It is compnshe.

However, | have not yet addressed which day of our mao@ezgorian week that Jesus
died, or the day that He rose from the dead. Lookingeatiine left in this Program, |

will cover that in detail on the next Program. Yowhhtisay that this is one program you
dare not miss. It changed how | worship God, and it naghvince you to change too. |
advise you to have an audio tape ready next Sabbathwifewant to capture every
word and then compare them to your own understanding &eghBible verses.

With the time remaining today, | will give you one bétkeys to understanding which
day of the week Jesus died and was raised from the dehas tb do with Mary
Magdalene and her visits to the tomb of Jesus. You plptiank she came to the tomb
on Sunday morning. If you were listening closely theely you know she also went to
the tomb when Jesus was entombed by Joseph and Nicodemus.

But, you may not realize there were two other visites, you heard me right! Mary
Magdalene made four visits to the tomb of Jesus! Knpwinen they occurred is the
key to knowing what days of the week they were on. g knowledge we can easily
discern all the other days of the week, starting wibibA and going to Abib 18 and
even later as the risen Jesus met with His disciplelsding “Doubting Thomas.”

When we study the accounts of Mary Magdalene’s visitegdomb by the different
gospel writers, we get two very different pictures of itbak place and when. | wish |
had a nickel for every time | heard a preacher tryit@ate the differences to maintain
that it was all the same visit, usually claimed tahe on Sunday morning before dawn
while it was still dark. It was NOT. Don'’t beliewee; believe the accounts of your
Bible!

The reason for the differences isn't because the gosjels were careless or confused
in their accounts. It was because our Bibles shoiMiaay Magdalene visited the tomb
of Jesus on two separate occasions. | feel sure emadvogih this that anyone who can
explain how what | am going to point out fits with onsty I'll send you $100. And, I'll
gladly eat some crow besides and apologize for teachioggiy:

So, are you ready for the differences in the visitslafy Magdalene to the tomb of
Jesus? Get a pen and paper or a tape recorder now tthéavavailable to check them
out yourself carefully or do a Bible study with your brethbefore the next celebration
of the death and resurrection of our Savior and LordisJéke Christ.

Here is an itemization, not necessarily in the oaféime or importance, to our beliefs:

One visit is with other women, the other is wittd?eand John.

One visit finds a single angel, the other has two angel

One visit has a violent earthquake, the other is calm.

One visit mentions guards being afraid and becoming asndeadthe other never
mentions any guards even being there.
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5. One visit shows an encounter with a risen Jesusttiex has no Jesus present.
6. After the one visit, the disciples ignore her repditerahe other visit Peter and John
run to the tomb.

Can you believe that these dramatic and significargréifices are all part of the same
visit? Well, what we see from the Bible is a legvand a return to the tomb by Mary
Magdalene. As we probe, we can learn why there waserisits and when they might
have occurred.

Let’s start with John’s account. Since the accoustulges what John did, we must give
it acute attention. We find it in John 20: 1-18:

Now, the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene went to the tomh edilg it

was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tbeb. T

she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesls love
and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid Him.”

Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going torttie tSo
they both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to e tom
first.

The younger John outruns Peter but John defers to Bdtark into the tomb. This is
when they find the burial clothes in the tomb witk trandkerchief that had been around
the head of Jesus folded together by itself. Is thsvant you would EVER forget?
Now, note what the disciple did after this experienceeesrded in John 20: 10-13:

Then the disciples went away again to their own homes. But Mary stoatkoutsi
the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb.
And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the othefextthe
where the body of Jesus had lain. Then they said to her, “Woman, whguare y
weeping? She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and | do
not know where they have laid Him. “

It is right after this statement that she turns arcamdisees the risen Jesus thinking Him
to be the gardener. Jesus speaks with her and tellstMgoytell His brethren that He is
ascending to His Father. And, in Verse 18, John clMary Magdalene came and told
the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that ¢Hspuken these things to her.

Now, if you do not yet have some questions, | surely ot in the account in Matt. 28:
1-9, we get an entirely different picture of this suppostdiyday of the week, Sunday
morning visit of Mary, to the tomb:

Now, after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary came to the tomb. And behold, there was a great
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and



rolled back the stone from the door and sat on it. His countenance was like
lightening, and his clothing as white as snow. And the guards shook for the fear
of him, and became like dead men.

Now, does this sound like the same visit to the tomBwmday morning by Mary
Magdalene that John who was there described? Conlsatdviatthew was one of the
apostles who would have been present in and around thix@uo@long with John. He
surely would have known what had happened that morningkasidhn. So, why are
the accounts so different?

We do know that the resurrection accounts of Mark and lagke NOT from first-hand
experiences. They were not apostles or with Jedhe ifiesh during His ministry. They
probably received their input from Peter and Paul resytialthough not even Paul
was present at the resurrection so far as we know.

So, Mark and Luke understandably include some helpful evehtecorded by either
Matthew or John. However, it is hard to even imagihg the accounts of Matthew and
John differ from each other so much. Can they bettrdie? How can they be
explained? The clock on the wall says that answdrbavie to await our Program next
week. Or, in the mean time, contact LawstSheep Wiggsfor a copy of the booklet,
“Resurrection Week---the True Days Jesus Died and Rdse&¥ll fill in some details |
just cannot include in this radio Program.

Until next Sabbath, this is Brother Kenny praying ty@ur week will be filled with
blessings from our Savior and Lord of the Sabbath, Jesoen!



