Lord of the Sabbath
Program #36

Rejoice Before the Lord
Kenny Kitzke
LawstSheep Ministries

This is Brother Kenny wishing you another delightful aeaceful Sabbath day. Today |
will begin to discuss what is typically the favoriteaBeof the LORD. Besides keeping
the weekly Sabbath day, also called an appointed fefaselibe LORD our God, this is
what the LORD commands His people to do each yeanin23 33-36:

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the children of Eagelg:

The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the Feast of Taberimadegen
days to the LORD. On the first day there shall be a holy convocation.shall

do no customary work on it. For seven days you shall offer an offeringbyade
fire to the LORD. On the eight day you shall have a holy convocation, and you
shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. It is a sacredrably, and you
shall do no customary work on it.”

Notice that this Feast of the LORD is seven dayg.lddowever, there is an eighth day
added on to the end of the Feast. It is not a paheofFéast of Tabernacles. It is separate
and brings the best news that a follower of the Ldith@ Sabbath has for His disciples.
Holy convocations are commanded by God on the firsoodlélye Feast AND on this
wonderful Eighth Day.

However, what makes this Feast special and the favofrinost Feast and Sabbath day
keepers is more than its length. It is the rest ®cttimmand found in Lev. 23: 39-40:

Also on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gatherefluit the
of the land, you shall keep the feast of the LORD for seven days; firstiday
there shall be a Sabbath-rest, and on the eighth day a Sabbath-rest. And you
shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of beautifelstreranches of
palm trees, the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and ybu shal
rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days.

Did you catch the key word in the command that makesrbigavorite appointed time
of the year for the people of God? It is a time t&IRICE before the LORD” for seven
days! It is a command that His people be joyful attime every year! How gracious is
our God to us? He commands His people to take a weelyeachnd rejoice together
before Him! It is truly a holy week, a seasonaldefi of great joy.

You might say the LORD insists that His people takeexweek vacation each year! |
suspect that few Human Resources Managers of organzagialize that it is the LORD,
and not the owner of their business or a labor unidwo, is behind the idea of having at
least one week of vacation each year for all whorlaix days most weeks of the year.



But, there is a key difference in this analogy. N@T an owner paid vacation! Our
LORD commands that His people use their own money tdguaheir holiday and their
week of rejoicing before Him. He commands them to take off from vocational work
at no pay. We find this detailed in Deut. 14: 22-23:

You shall truly tithe all the increase of your grain that the field progsyear by
year. And you shall eat before the LORD your God, in the place wieere H
chooses to make His name abide, the tithe of your grain and your new wine and
your oil, of the firstborn of your herds and your flocks, that you may keafiear

the LORD your God always.

Now, we realize that God commanded His chosen peoplel ksr tithe. The purpose of
this tithe, or first tenth, was for the tribe ohMievho was NOT given an inheritance of
land in the Promised Land as the other tribes were .giVery were His priests and their
work was to serve God and serve the other elevers toibksrael.

Here we see a second tithe that seems to have eudiiffurpose. We are to eat this
tithe, not give it away to the Levites who have aadl or herds and flocks to produce
food and drink! Let’s look closer at this tithe and wihag for as we continue in Deut.
14: 24-26:

But, if the journey is too long for you, so that you are not able to daeryithe,

or if the place where the LORD your God chooses to put His namefer tiom

you, when the LORD your God has blessed you, then you shall exchange it for
money, take the money in your hand, and go to the place which the LORD your
God chooses. And you shall spend that money for whatever your heart desires:
for oxen or sheep, for wine or similar drink, for whatever your héesires: you
shall eat there before the LORD your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your
household.

Here we see some additional instruction concerningtbd®EJOICE before the LORD.
We see that you should take from your accumulated titgeaaf, wine and olive oll,

herds and flocks to eat before the LORD in the placehdeses to place His name.
Thus, we can see that each family head or land-owsriergave a tithe of his produce and
use it so he and his household can rejoice before@RDLat this feast.

This is considered by many to have been a secondditlibe people of Israel, a second
tenth of their “increase” from the land as blesse&by during the year. Now, if you
were to save a tenth of your annual income, the praztuttom your labor (if you are
not a farmer or tender of the land given to Israel) take it to a place where God
chooses to put His name and spend it in a week on “wdrayeur heart desires,” |
suspect you would have quite a joyful time on this vacatao you get it? God blesses
you with the fruit of His commanded labor and wants yotejoice before Him! God’s
love for us, His people, called sheep in His pasturena&zeng. His provision for our
care and happiness is awesome, gracious and loving.



This is not some banquet or festival thrown by a lawter, a priest or a king to which
people are invited as guests. Itis NOT optional. dtég@mmand of God. Each family
or household of Israel who had land was to put asideeadit his increase from the land
that will allow them to enjoy “whatever their hedssires” in the place God chooses to
place His name. They are clearly commanded to keepehist of the LORD for seven
full days. This is a mandatory holiday vacation fordGdamily and household!

Now, let us be clear, if your commanded labor in the lgiven to you by God results in
new crops and flocks worth say $50,000, you would have the éntied $5,000 to
spend on this weekly vacation for your family or housdh&ince a normal week would
in this case produce an equivalent of $1,000 to live onspiasific week your budget
would be five times larger. If this sounds like a speg&dk, a time to rejoice in God’s
provision and blessing with your family, you have diseedea God who loves you and
rewards you for your work, obedience and trust in Him gaain.

Yet, few Christians that | know have EVER had a wéekthis. | can speak for myself
here. Before turning to the Lord of the Sabbathyvenexperienced such a vacation or
such joy. Oh, | took a vacation most years. Theyeweaostly to visit my, or my wife’s,
mother and father, and our brothers and sisters. Afamilies gradually spread out
across America, travel away from our own home wassgary. They were pretty much
like every other week except that | did not work and adtgpent time with our family.

What | did not do was rejoice before the LORD withmthé/Vhat | did not do was spend
several times my weekly budget to do the things my lesited but simply could not
afford to otherwise do. But, praise God, since 1990, | leareed how wonderful God’s
ways and commandments are for those who obey Him.

The best weeks in my entire life have come aboutusechhave obeyed God’s
command to rejoice with my family before Him in placghere He has placed His name.
| have worshipped Him there, not just the first ofsbgen days, but each of those days.
| have the warmest memories of time spent with mylyan some of the most beautiful
places on this planet which | would probably have neigited had | not kept the
LORD'’S Feast of Tabernacles.

Many of my Christian friends are surprised to learn L longer keep a holiday on
December 25 which the mainline Churches of the wolldChristmas.” They think |

miss out on a wonderful time with my family and my Gdanust confess, it is they that
miss out the poured out blessings and goodness of the Ldrd 8&bbath. They enjoy
one family day together; | enjoy seven. They spendemon gifts, some of which last a
few weeks. | spend ten percent of my income in a wegdther creating memories
which last a lifetime. So, please don't feel sooyBrother Kenny and what he misses
by not keeping “Christmas.” Man’s ways are indeed éboless to God as scripture says.

And, during God'’s holy days and Feasts, He has taught medyisf life. | have tasted
that way; and it is indeed very GOOD my friend. Toehgwur eyes opened to the great



love and grace of God by His written and living Word anllgeping His Sabbaths
makes decorating a tree and exchanging gifts, sometimaaibgot even being together
in person to exchange them, seem rather limited aativiedy uninspiring.

You aware that Jesus WAS NOT born on December 25,ty@un? While we do not
know the exact day from Scripture, it is likely to héeen during this very Feast of
Tabernacles! So, | believe it is very appropriatesttognize the birth of our Savior and
rejoice in it during the Feast of Tabernacles justtileeangels and shepherds did almost
2,000 years ago. As December rolls around, | will be disgyssis holiday and the birth
of our Savior and Lord and how we might best remembeitht great joy.

We also see from the context of the command thatplace that God chooses may be
too far away from the land that you own, harvest @aacksyour tithe, to carry it to the
place God chooses. So, God allows you to exchange itlwaiot produce, herds and
flocks locally for money. You can take the moneytte place where God places His
name for the feast and buy whatever your heart ddsiresable you to eat and rejoice
before Him.

From the context of God’s commands to Israel, itaarcthat He intends to establish a
specific place where His name would dwell and the peop&odfwould come there to
rejoice before Him in a holy convocation for sedays. It seems from scripture that this
place would be in the promised land called Israel whichvblgld give to His people as
an inheritance forever. More specifically, it woulel Jerusalem, the city of God, where
He eventually placed His name and dwelt among them.

And, brethren, if you believe the Word of God, if yoe adjudged worthy to enter into
the Kingdom of God on earth, you will indeed go to keepRbast of Tabernacles in
Jerusalem. Don't believe me. Check out the propheZgciariah for when all Israel,
both the divided houses of Judah and Israel, will be redto the land that God gave to
their fathers. The King of kings will return to be ridae It will be a time when His laws
are written in their hearts, not just on tabletstohe. It will be the Day of the LORD!

And, my friends, if you don't keep the Feast of Tabeewmobw to worship God as He
commands, | assure you on the word of the Almightyybatwill in that future day. No
matter what nation you are part of then, you will kdepFReast of Tabernacles or suffer
the punishment and wrath of God. It is plainly foreinldech. 14: 16-19:

And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the natliok same
against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, tR®LdD
hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. And it shall be that veniohdve
families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the KingDRB
of hosts, on them will be no rain.

Whatever family of the earth you are in, you wilheit worship the King during the
Feast of Tabernacles or your nation will receiveain; a plague sent by the LORD upon
you.



One meaning of a holy convocation that | had not presly covered is that it is a time of
“rehearsal.” Check out the meaning of the Hebrew vnmidra” which is Strong’s

#4744 translated in English as “convocation.” You will s@an mean a public
assembly before God for a “rehearsal.” And, that éfeands, is exactly what | believe
we should be doing during the Feast of Tabernacles téws We should be rehearsing it
and its meaning for the day we will keep it in the KingdainGod in Jerusalem with our
King. Amen!

So, it is easy to see how this would become oneeoftttee annual “pilgrim” Feasts of
the LORD. Israelites living throughout Israel, and etl@se scattered in other nations
of the world, were commanded to appear before the LORIrusalem to worship
before the LORD. We see this commanded in Ex. 23: 14-17:

Three times you shall keep a feast to Me in the year: You shpltike&east of
Unleavened Bread (you shall eat unleavened bread for seven days, as |
commanded you, at the time appointed in the month of Abib, for in it you came out
of Egypt; none shall appear before Me empty handed); and the Feast of Harvest,
the firstfruits of your labors which you have sown in the field; and dastof
Ingathering at the end of the year, when you have gathered in the fruit of your
labors from the field. Three times in the year all your maled apakar before

the LORD God.

For the first two pilgrim Feasts of the LORD, Unleaed Bread and The Harvest of the
First Fruits, it seems that only the male headsehtusehold were required to come to
the place where God places his name. However, fdfehet of Tabernacles, in
Deuteronomy 22: 26, there is a clear reference to lébregion with one’s household.

By “household,” was meant more than your blood fami#éynbers. One’s household
included any servants or strangers living with you oveckvyou were the head,
including any Levite among you. It would include even orghand widows living
within your gates or towns. We can see this in D&6it.13-15:

You shall observe the Feast of Tabernacles seven days, when you havelgathere
from your threshing floor and from your winepress. And you shall rejoigeur
feast, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female
servant and the Levite, the stranger and the fatherless and the widowarevho
within your gates.

So, when it came time for the Feast of Tabernaalegxtensive plan and a festive
celebration away from home was envisioned for abmtyou normally lived and

worked with throughout the previous year. Now can youdsesaving such an above-
normal tithe (or money equivalent) is needed to follead’'s command?

Clearly, the idea of rejoicing and feasting “as yourthdasires” suggests a time when
the most exquisite of food and drink would be consumed. Wisgecifically



mentioned. You can’t help but conclude that during thistfeébe very best vintage
would be saved or be bought for this purpose.

Even “strong” wine or similar drink that could lead tod/amtoxication was encouraged!
Its link to rejoicing or merriment cannot be ignordd.today’s vernacular we might save
that bottle of “top shelf’ long-aged scotch whiskey tmdpto the feast and be enjoyed
responsively.

This truly is a special week of eating and drinking eaeln.yd he choicest cuts of your
favorite meat would most probably be brought, or boughtcdnsumption during the
feast. However, is it possible that “whatever yoearh desires” includes more than just
food and drink? Let’s say that, while feasting in Jdeuinsaone desired a special bath or
a massage. Would that be something appropriate to de fgast of Tabernacles?
Could you avail yourself of the more expensive and fragrarfumes or lotions of the
day which you would not do the other fifty one weekshefyear?

What if there are various modes of transportatiorypes of lodging available? Would it
be appropriate to avail yourself of the very best alildlcamel or oxen caravan or a seat
in first-class on a modern jet plane? Could you remintbst equisitely located or most
comfortable type of temporary lodging for your week’s stajerusalem or wherever
God places His name? Does a five-star hotel in DayReach or Disneyworld that you
could normally not afford sound pretty good and enjoyabilgdar family?

Indeed, some Feast goers have transformed the heaitssdef Moses’ time into the
heart’s desires of today. So, if your available tithieallow you to stay at a five-star
hotel rather than your accustomed two-star hotel, ikat a suitable way to rejoice
before the LORD? Is renting a luxurious Cadillac, tm@line mini-van, or camper, for
transportation more desirable and more joyful befoed tbRD than renting a Chevrolet
or driving your own old and tattered vehicle to the Feashe LORD?

Is playing a few rounds of golf during the feast at thetraggensive private club in the
place where God has placed His name, even though youllyopfag at a not so fancy
public golf course at home, something you should do during-#ast? | surely think
this is God'’s will for you His people. Rejoice withyrohousehold before the LORD!

Is what the LORD intended regarding rejoicing limitedust food and drink? Some
feastgoers think so. They believe that the tempdedigrnacles or booths (called sukkot)
made from the limbs of trees as specified in the loexsstcommand is all that is

permitted by the LORD. Or, perhaps there should be ashadeommodation, such as
the tents probably used by Israel in the wilderneskeaswandered for forty years?

How should an Israelite today keep this Feast of the®Riow should a Christian, as
one grafted into the family and nation of God, celebthis Feast of the LORD in

Christ? | certainly do not pretend to know all thevaers or speak for God, in general, or
for any person’s specific case. However, | do belibeee are several elements of this
Feast which convey for us its important examplespfesand spiritual fulfillments in



Christ that make it a time of worship and great rejgiof our entire household before
the LORD.

The first lesson to start with is, “Why did the LOREN Israel to keep His Feast of
Tabernacles?” We find the answer in Lev. 23: 42-43:

You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All who are native Israshial dwell
in booths, that your generations may know that | made the children of Isrelél dw
in booths when | brought them out of the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your God.

We must understand that the Feasts of the LORD werenasof how God had
intervened in the history of the people of Israel whéenchose as His nation and a
peculiar people out of all the families of the earthut,Bve have other commands
concerning this Feast of Tabernacles that revealan broader and prophetic purpose in
its celebration. What the Sabbaths and Feast®df@®RD represent to those who know
and follow the Lord of the Sabbath, but are not addtrare truly inspiring.

What does a tabernacle mean to a disciple of JesusyoQanswer that question clearly
as taught in Scripture? Do you know what tabernacle yall awtoday as you celebrate
the Feast of Tabernacles? Do you know what tabergad will dwell in during the

Feast of Tabernacles in the Kingdom of God ruled bihg, our Lord Jesus?

Indeed there is much to learn about the Feasts of@fRDL They reveal great lessons of
His plan of salvation for mankind. | feel pretty certdhat few religious leaders of our
day have a clue about this commanded Feast today, lee eotning Kingdom of God.

In closing today, | would like to share a song with yoat touches my heart. It was
written by a dear sister in Christ. Her name isiBgnLet her sing it for us today. | am
sorry to say that this is a recording from a VHS Vi@sonera and is therefore not up to
normal broadcast quality. None the less, | think yduenjoy its words as she sung it at
a Feast of Tabernacles in South Dakota in 2002.

Do you know the great Creator?

Have you heard of His great plan?

Do you know He plans to change us
From simple mortal man?

To a spirit-born family rising up into the air,
Brethren gone before will join us.

| can’t wait till we're all there!

Do you know the great Creator?
Have you heard of His great plan?
Do you know He plans a Kingdom
Spreading all across the land?

To a hurt and torn people
Needing peace and tender care.



Brethren, we’ll be there to guide them.
| can’'t wait till we're all there!

Do you know the great Creator?
Have you heard of His great plan?
Do you know He plans a new world
Coming down from Heaven.

All the former things to pass on

No more dying no more tears.

God Himself will be there with us.

| can’t wait till we're all there!

And He who sat upon the throne

Says “Behold | make all things new!”

Write this for these words are trustworthy and true,
| am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.
It is done!

He who hungers | will be His God,

He will be my son.

Do you know the great Creator?

Have you heard of His great love?

Did you know He sends these promises,
From heaven up above.

To a temple fitly builded,

One another’s burdens bear.

Brethren, faith and hope will bind us,

| can’t wait till we're all there!

Brethren, faith and hope must bind us,
| can’'t wait till we're all there!



