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Hello, again. This is Brother Kenny. On today’s pesgn am going to discuss a very
controversial subject. Should we celebrate the resioreof Jesus, and, if so, when?

In previous programs, | have noted that | can find NQidgilbcommand for celebrating
the resurrection of Jesus. | can not find any recoBilgld observance by the direct
disciples of Jesus of the day that He rose from the dead.

What IS commanded is a day for remembering His DEATbBuag?assover Lamb. And,
Paul claimed that Jesus Himself instructed him to eabtéad and drink the cup to
“proclaim His death” until He comes again. | do thapag of observing the LORD’S
Feast of Unleavened Bread which Jesus always kept Aoly, Paul had the Christians
at Corinth observe that spring feast long after Jesdsbcended back into heaven.

It may seem like heresy to claim to be a discipleestig, and be a part of His church, and
not celebrate Easter: or even His resurrectionfadty |1 also DO NOT celebrate His birth
on December 25 of each year which is called Christmas.

| don’t mind answering why, but | believe the better ¢joess for those who do
celebrate a resurrection Sunday or a Christmas birthididne Lord of the Sabbath. Why
do you do that when neither His birth nor His resuioeds a day of commanded
worship or celebration? Not only is it NOT commandegwhere in the Bible, there is
not one verse in the entire New Testament wherepagtle or disciple of Jesus ever
taught or held either of these as holy day celebrdtions

So, from where do celebrations of Easter and Chrstoane if not from the word of
God? The brief answer is that these holidays werated by the Church of Rome
hundreds of years AFTER the resurrection of Jesusadtdene by decrees of the
“converted” Roman Emperor to standardize Christianityhe Empire. However well
intended, these holidays are NOT the holy days OF @R They are days ABOUT
the LORDdeclared holy by early Church leaders. They are tehiegs of men codified
as doctrine without the involvement of one single dpasnt to preach the gospel! They
are factually and historically the traditions of men.

The Apostle Peter, in 2Pet. 2:1, which was supposedlyewribout 66 AD, already
warned about false teachers who would secretly introdeiesies even denying the
sovereign Lord [of the Sabbath] and how He bought tlevation at great personal
price:

But there were also false prophets among the people, even as thdre faike
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, denying
the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.



By the third century, the way of Jesus and the teachihbiss apostles were clearly
changed. Not only was the Sabbath day of the Lordgehrso were the very holy day
Feasts of the LORD which Jesus faithfully kept all life$ Few would deny that

changes to God’s commands and the way Jesus worshippethagge But, many

would claim the leaders of the Church had the authooty {God to make these changes.
| don’t buy that. Do you?

One of the interesting aspects of both these man-natigious celebrations is the
Scriptural uncertainly of exactly on what day Jesushweas and on what day He rose
from the dead. It is preposterous to claim that Jesasaataally born on what we now
call December 25. That IS a false teaching. The wdhmelarly minded Christians will
readily admit it was a day chosen for a celebratibnvas NOT the birthday of Jesus.

Similarly, although Scripture makes it clear about the dagl even the hour, when Jesus
DIED, there is no Scripture to tell us the day or tkeece hour when He rose from the
dead. There was not one eye witness to His resumnedentified in Scripture. We only
have accounts of various people coming to Jesus’ tombrai it empty. The tomb
was found empty late on the weekly Sabbath by Mary Magdadccording to Matthew
28: 1 (KJV). That tomb was still empty the next mognivhen others confirmed her
report. The angel told Mary He is not here; He smidut the angel did not provide the
day or the hour when the resurrection actually occurim one knows for sure when the
resurrection occurred.

So, doing annual memorials on certain days of thewhan the original days of the
events are not verifiable from Scripture, strikes siedd. | suspect that if God wanted
us to remember these admittedly glorious events onirceldgs each year, He would
have told us exactly when they occurred. Doesn'titiate sense to you too?

Now the fact that | do not celebrate a specific daycdded to the birth or resurrection of
Jesus in no way minimizes my belief that both ocaurréhey are marvelous and
essential to our beliefs and our worship of God in spid in truth.

It is my belief that Scripture suggests that Jesus wasdwing the Feast of Tabernacles
in the fall of the year, not in the winter. Durirgat week-long Feast, | rejoice in the
glory of His birth.

It is also my belief that Scripture makes it cleat thevas some time during the Feast of
Unleavened Bread (called the Passover feast) that keesirom the dead. So, it is
during this seven-day Feast of the Lord when | rememhigeresurrection of Jesus and
how important that event is to my God and to mes this type of remembrance that |
wish to cover today.

The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is clearl{ectk® the Feast of Unleavened
Bread. For Jesus is not only our Passover Lambs Heifirst of the firstfruits of the
harvest of human souls to life eternal. We seearnti€or. 15: 20-23:



But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstifuhese who
have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the
resurrection of the dead. For in Adam all die, even so in Christhalll be made
alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, raféed those who
are Christ’s at His coming.

What does it mean to have Christ be our firstfruk®ell, this further links His
resurrection to the harvest festivals called the tSezfshe LORD given to Israel to be
observed in all their generations.

We can see from Scripture that there is an ordereimdsurrections from the dead of
various men. The first human resurrected from the deadiorified body was Jesus.
The next resurrection of the dead to glory will be ehato are Christ’s when He comes
again to earth as King of kings for His millennial re@rer the Kingdom of God on the
earth. It is called the first resurrection and the we desire as Christians. There is also
a resurrection to judgment of those not in Christ ateid of His 1,000 year reign. This
separate amazing event is included in the Feast of fades in the fall of the year.

While there is no holy day celebration given in Scriptfor the resurrection of Jesus,
some see a link to the firstfruits in the Feastdefliord. Ponder Ex. 23: 14-19:

Three times you shall keep a feast to Me in the year. You seplthe Feast of

Unleavened Bread (you shall eat unleavened bread seven days, as | commanded

you, at the times appointed in the month of Abib, for in it you came ogypf;E
none shall appear before Me empty); and the Feast of the Harveststfraits
of your labors which you have sown in the field; and the Feast of Ingathering at
the end of the year, when you have gathered in the fruit of your laborshfeom
field.

Three times in a year all your males shall appear before the LORD %aod.
shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with leavened bread; nor shalfat of
My sacrifice remain until morning. The first of the firstfrufsyour land you
shall bring into the house of the LORD your God.

Here we see how when Israel came into the Promiaad,Llsowed seed and harvested
crops, they were to make appearances before the Ltnd aemple [the house of the
LORD] bringing the firstfruits of the various crops thia¢y harvested for food.

The first crop that grew in the land of Israel wasliadey. It would be available for the
spring Feast of Unleavened Bread. The firstfruits Isieeefor the next Feast of harvest
was the wheat. This second Feast of the LORDtlsersummer and is also called the
Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost. The third Feast df@RD is in the fall at the end of the
growing season. It is called the Feast of Ingatherirtates, grapes, olives, apples and
other fruitlike delicacies.



Here is a possible link to the resurrection of Jesubeafrst of the resurrected firstfruits.
We see it called the sheaf of the wave offering amsddescribed in Lev. 23: 9-11:

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the children of lsnaketay

to them: ‘When you come into the land which | give to you, and reap itssharve
then you shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to tlesgpriHe

shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted on your behalf;daythe
after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.

And, note further in Lev. 23: 14:

You shall eat neither bread nor parched grain nor fresh grain until the same day
that you have brought an offering to your God,; it shall be a statute forever
throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

Here we see that until this barley corn sheaf vedfezing is made before God at the
Temple, Israel was not to eat any new grain in itslishgs. There is a disagreement
about just what day this offering was to be made. rtagdy appears to be the day after
the weekly Sabbath which occurs during the seven-day 6Ellsleavened Bread.
Others feel it is talking about the high-day Sabbathkah 15 which begins the feast
with the wave offering on Abib 16. This disagreementsgaseck all the way to the days
of Christ where one position was held by the Sadducektha other by the Pharisees.
These were sects of the Jews which held a few diffetectrines.

| won't give you my opinion on this issue today. It webuaiore than fill the program and
take away from my main topic of whether or not teebedte a resurrection day and
when.

What is important to note now is that whenever dlaig of the barely sheaf wave offering
is, it is also the START of a count of the command=xlihting of the omer.” This is the
commanded daily grain offering for seven complete we@&k® next day, the fiftieth

day, which is Pentecost, is an annual holy day oE@RD during the Feast of Weeks.
Two loaves of leavened bread made from wheat arev@sie then as a wave offering.

So there may be a link to Jesus as the firstfruitSax's redemptive power. The Feasts
of the LORD ARE ALL shadows of Jesus who was to coiihés an amazing revelation!
If, as discussed previously, Jesus was resurrected labe oveekly Sabbath, this was the
time when the priests would supposedly supervise the selectitting and reaping of

the firstfruits of the barley crop with a sickle. ugsas our firstfruits, would then also be
reaped from his earthly tomb at precisely the same. hdhen, the grain would be
harvested, made into fine flower and roasted so teabéRkt morning the new barley
grain could be waved, or elevated, before the LORD é\ptiest.

Some assume that the priest waves this sheaf ofatks sif barley before the LORD.
Actually, what is commanded to be waved is an omery@aneasure) of roasted grain
made into flower and probably offered before God inwlbd his would be done on



Sunday morning IF the Sabbath mentioned is the weeklye®a during the feast.

So, some teach that Jesus was therefore the warengfand had to ascend to the Father
for His acceptance as the sacrificial Lamb of Godteethe firstfruits of the harvest of
human souls could begin. This is their (morning aftervtkekly Sabbath) link to the
resurrection of Jesus. They further say that ongyr &fe ascended to the Father in
heaven, and was accepted by the Father, and then cetortiee earth, that He could be
touched by disciples such as the doubting Apostle Thomas.

And, this supposed Sunday morning wave offering is on tine saorning that the
resurrected Jesus showed Himself first to Mary Magdal@oesupport this view, you
might look at John 20: 17:

Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for | have not yet ascended téather;
but go to My brethren and say to them, 'l am ascending to My Father and your
Father, and to My God and your God.”

Others, including myself, think Jesus may have simpiy besening Mary that He would
soon be ascending to His Father in heaven (actuahastiension is clearly shown to
have happened 40 days later) and she should not cling tadHfrie was alive again in
His physical body to be with her as He was beforeddath. He knew His days on earth
were numbered and His purpose for coming had been finisimepletely.

This teaching that the resurrected Jesus is the Wdgar@fduring the Feast of
Unleavened Bread does not hold water very well. lfoe& back at Lev. 23: 11 in the
NKJV, we see that this offering is “on our behalOther translations make it more clear
that this offering is for YOU, the people of God. hetKJV we see “to be accepted for
YOU." Inthe NIV we see “to be accepted on YOUR IihaAnd in the NRSV we find
“that YOU may find acceptance.”

As you can see, the offering is NOT about the PRIESigoaccepted. And, did Jesus,
as our High Priest, need to be waved and offered befodet@be accepted as the
firstfruits? Can you believe that the Father wouldinesct anyone to eternal life in the
Kingdom of God if they were not already acceptable ta™HiWhat seems apparent is
that you and me too can be accepted as firstfruits athgChrist when our time for
resurrection comes. We are the first fruits of tleevoffering needing acceptance by
God before being used by Him as witnesses and servants.

The wave offering of barley also does not fit witke telebration of the resurrection on
the first day of the week (the day after the weeklyo@#h). It seems a day late. Also,
the wave offering of the barley grain was never aseolance by the people of God. It
was done only by the priests at the Temple. Sincbkave no Temple or Levitical
priesthood today, the barley wave offering has prettyhngame the way of the animal
sacrifices. So, | see no reason to celebrateetreait.

So, while there seems to be a connection to teriiits with the Feasts of the LORD,



there is no scripturally valid connection to a celabraeof the barley wave offering to the
resurrection.

The importance of the resurrection of Jesus liesmatgch in a day to be celebrated, but
as a blessed hope of our own resurrection to etefienak lthe reappearing of our great
God, and Savior, Jesus the Christ. Some disciplesaperenced that Jesus would
return very soon to begin His reign as King over @lBarth with His throne in
Jerusalem. He would then free Israel from the Ronmapie. Yet, the apostles and
disciples who knew Jesus, and even saw Him ascend terh&awm the Mt. of Olives,
began to die off and Jesus had still NOT returned.

Of particular note is the teaching of the Sadducees whodlibelieve in the resurrection
of the dead. Paul put them into a very uncomfortableezan 1Cor. 15: 12-19:

Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do som
among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But, if thewve is
resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. And if Clgiabt risen, then
our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. Yes, and we are &sand f
witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raisdulistp C
whom He did not raise up---if in fact the dead do not rise. For, ifldael do not
rise, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, yaith is futile; you

are still in your sins! Then also those who have fallen asleep intQlave
perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we arelohah most
pitiable. But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become stfeuiis of
those who have fallen asleep.

This really was meant to give the contemporariegsild a blessed hope that though they
could not follow Jesus up to heaven at His time, theydcafter their own resurrection.
This is the reason the term “fallen asleep” is usegkciipture for those who have died in
Christ. It means they will awake and live again @kely were not dead but only

sleeping.

There is a powerful connection between the deathsoisJas our Savior and His
resurrection from the dead as our LORD. Basicallyfialth we MUST believe both of
them happened. It was necessary for Jesus to die perbect, innocent and spotless
Passover Lamb to pay the death penalty for our sirweder was it necessary for Jesus
to be resurrected for us to be saved from the deathtypemafor us to be resurrected?

If not, why was His resurrection important? Jesusjistast supper with His apostles
prayed to His Father for Himself. John recorded whatid said in John 17: 1-5:

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said:r; Fa¢hieour
has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You have
given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternatdifas many as
You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may knowthéanly

true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. | have glorified You on the



earth. | have finished the work which You have given Me to do. And now, O
Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which | h#t You
before the world was.

These words of Jesus are so powerful and majestictakeymy breath away! Then, on
that same night, Jesus prayed for His Apostles whonehtergo the world with their
own work to finish. Then lastly, Jesus prayed fowdib would believe in Him. That is,
He prayed for YOU and ME that one day His believers daido be with Him where
He was going and where He still is to this very day-kreaven with our Father.

| admit that John is my favorite writer of the Newstament. He was the Apostle whom
Jesus loved. He was the one who Jesus asked to cétis foother Mary after His
crucifixion. He was also the last living Apostle. ttas the one to whom Jesus gave the
revelation, or the apocalypse, of the ultimate unfoldihthe history of man. | too love
John! If you believe in Jesus as the Savior of thddysent by God to redeem the dead
in Christ from the earth, 1 urge you with every onteng being to read John 17 right
after this program. You will be blessed and challenged.

Also, if you ever get a chance to visit the Greelnslaf Patmos, where John received
the revelation from the resurrected Jesus of the etitegiresent age and the start of the
eternal Kingdom of God, | believe it will touch you deephd forever. | shall never
forget my visit to this special place in God’s marveloteation and how it fits with His
plan of salvation.

In these words of Jesus we see the bottom line caingethe importance of His
resurrection. It was to glorify the Father and His pot not only give life to man, but
to also give eternal life in a new glorified body tbtlaé firstfruits whom the Father gives
to Jesus, the Christ. The Word of God had emptied HiwisElis prior glory before the
creation of the world. The Word of God was sent leyRather to become “God in the
flesh,” a man like us whom we call our Savior and thenh of God. It was necessary
for Jesus, to return to heaven, alive and glorifiedrice again be with the Father and
take the authority over all humanity as to whethey theuld also gain eternal life.

The recorded truth about the resurrection of Jesus s@a$elpful for us to have hope in
our own future resurrection. With this blessed hopedavaot fear death, even when we
see no sign of Christ’s imminent return. Our grigfas so difficult to bear when we see
our loved ones and brethren in Christ die their firsttkle We know that when He
returns, as He promised He would, that we too willtassneet Him in the air and be
forever with Him for all eternity.

It seems that Peter saw the message clearly. IerlPet-9:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His

abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and
that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by th@powe



God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

Well, | could go on for another hour or two, but | sgetime is short. Let me try to
summarize my answers to the questions | set fortteastart of this program. Are we
commanded to have a certain annual day to celebratesteection of Jesus? My
answer is plainly NO; NOT according to scripture. Igabd to celebrate and study this
wonderful event in the life of Jesus. Yes, indeed.

But, how and when should this be done? Scripture doegvgous a clear answer. | can
tell you what | have concluded and hope that you will iclenst. If your study yields a
better suggestion please contact me. Perhaps you gajpeveme on a future Program
to discuss your beliefs and practice concerning the esgion of Jesus?

What seems comfortable and Scriptural to me is to acklge and ponder the
resurrection of Jesus during the Feast of Unleavened BrEais can be done on either
of the two high-holy Sabbath days at the beginning addoéthe Feast or at Bible
studies during its seven days. | usually play the songAdiee by Dolly Parton during
this feast. It moves my heart to great joy and awanticipation of one-day seeing my
living Lord face to face.

| like to also concentrate on what Jesus said and didgdimnforty days He was still on
the earth in His glorified body before His ascensoihe Father in heaven. This can be
done on one or more of the next six Sabbaths asotinat to Pentecost ensues.

Until next Sabbath, may the face of our LORD shinenupmu that you may be saved and
resurrected to eternal life in your proper time. In otdekeep the Feasts of the LORD at
the commanded appointed times, you need God'’s calendahenobe on your wall!

We'll take a look at this issue in the next Program.



