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It's that time of the year again. Footballs andveiftekes are in the air. Appearing on
television programs and commercials is a roly-poén with a long white beard in a red
suit with a big black belt. 1 am sure you needmare clues to guess what holiday is on
the horizon. Yes, it is beginning to look a I&eliChristmas. But, can you imagine what
December would be like if Santa never comes?

Most of us who keep the Feasts of the LORD holytetiiyou what it is like NOT
celebrating Christmas. For us, Santa Claus nevees! December 25 is just another
day on the Gregorian calendar to us. We are nainggdor Santa to come down our
chimney. We are not sending out greeting cards. av€ not out shopping for presents.
Our homes are not decorated with lights. Them®i€hristmas tree in our family room.
There is no Christmas wreath on our front door.aWhdo to remember the coming of
the Savior is obviously quite different than whaisinChristians do.

If you have celebrated Christmas in America foradtrfifty years, and then decide to
stop, | can assure you that it is a dramatic changfestyle. It not only affects you and
your life personally, it affects how your familydifriends perceive you.

Friends and neighbors, not seeing any house demagahot receiving any Christmas
greeting cards, not seeing you attend their holghayies, may put you into the category
of a “scrooge.” Of course, most people are familidh Charles Dickens'’s stor
Christmas Caral In it, old Ebenezer Scrooge is famous for hibakresponse to the
joyful celebration of Christmas by others: “Bahnthug!”

Scrooge is presented as a miser. He is percesradstingy, anti-social old man. That is,
until he is visited by spirits on Christmas evehey frightfully turn him into a gentle and
kindly man who then decides to rejoice in the hajigvith them.

It is noteworthy that this “scrooge” complex campeagr in people who are not “dyed-in-
the-wool” Christians. They may not attend any §timas religious service at a Church.
They may not have read a Bible in years, or efrt, they thoroughly enjoy this
national holiday and know how to throw a fabuloasty for family and friends. They
still may have a fancy “Christmas” tree in theirlg room. They may have a
spectacular display of outdoor lights strung arotie house, shrubs and trees. They
may have a huge lighted snowman or a Santa Clatisearfront lawn. Hey, it's
Christmas time, isn't it?

While being considered a “scrooge” by such holicaselers is annoying, it is the
reaction of serious Christians that is more trawpli“How can you be a Christian and
not celebrate the birth of Christ?”, your Churdbrids say. The stigma of not being one



of the Lord'’s disciples because you decline toipiggte in the celebration of this official
holiday truly stings.

The worst disappointment is in family members wigat your decision to no longer join
in their holiday festivities as a personal repudmbf them. This is the most hurtful
aspect on not being a Christmas keeper. Someneyyou as if you have leprosy. For
not joining their festivities, they may turn théles and refuse to invite you to other
family celebrations on other national holidays dgrihe year. While such permanent
animosity and isolation is rare, it certainly otur

This is sad. It is unfortunate. With knowledgel ammderstanding between true Christian
brethren about how one perceives the Christmaddygliove should prevail along with
patience, forgiveness and mercy toward one anoshegldn't it?

So, as a Sabbath and Holy Day of the LORD keeg®ypé you will listen and try to
understand how | now perceive the celebration gis@has each December 25. It is my
prayer today that even if you decide to perceidsffierently, and continue your
celebration activities, we can remain loving brethin Christ.

My decision of whether | should celebrate Christiciaagnged as | studied three aspects
of it: 1) what the Bible revealed about Christmswhat the modern celebration of
Christmas entails in society and within the Chuant 3) what net impact it has in
bringing glory to God and saving faith to childrmd unconverted people.

The Bible certainly provides an important accourthe birth of Christ. Many aspects of
this birth were prophecies from Old Testament petplabout the coming Messiah to be
sent by God to save His chosen people. To not kyfaWwese things would be counter-
productive to the belief that Jesus was that Mbassml the only begotten Son of God.

Acknowledging the birth of the Savior, and evewieg in it, is something that | would
highly favor and am happy to do with Christian breh both in worship and in
fellowship.

Where the rub comes in for me is in the celebradibiHis birth on December 25 as a
religious holy day that is also a national holiddyam against both practices. | believe
my resistance is both logical and, more importa@iglical. So, | am going to share
with you my perception of why | decided to STORebehting Christmas.

Let's start not with what | have to say about Ghmas, but what the word of God says, or
does not say, about it. There is no command amgniheghe Bible for the people of God
to celebrate the birth of the Christ. In fact, tiyfind the concept of celebrating anyone’s
birthday in the Bible. Let me know where you fihd

Let me be clear, | trust in, and try to obey thedvof God; not the traditions of men in
many aspects of being a Christian. Just becaesedlority are willing to work on the
Sabbath, I still don’t work; PERIOD! Just becatise law of the land permits abortions
for convenience, | would not approve of that oritdo any case that | can envision.



In other words, | would give precedent to the wentivord of God in the Old Testament,
and the examples of Jesus as the living word of &y with the writings of His
apostles and disciples in the New Testament. vatdethem over the beliefs, teachings
and practices of the general population or everagbus Church denomination leaders.

Not one verse of the New Testament suggests thas Jganted, much less commanded,
His disciples to celebrate His birth, much lessitithday. Not one verse in scripture
shows that the apostles celebrated His birth &ftedeath. The idea that we, as His
disciples, should celebrate His birthday is found/here in the Bible. Have you ever
wondered why this is? Have you ever investigéi@a or why this man-made
celebration came into being?

As you study such things to obtain the truth alidlutistmas and God, you will find the
annual celebration of the birth of Jesus is a tegaind tradition begun by the Church of
Rome hundreds of years after the resurrectioneoMbssiah. That truth may not bother
you in the least. | understand that. But, canwyoderstand that it does bother me?

It was Jesus, in John 17: 17, who said to Hisglssiconcerning His Father, “Your word
is truth.” | believe Jesus, and | follow Him bysting and obeying His Father's revealed
truth like He did perfectly. Should we not as Gtiains follow the commands and
teachings of the Father and the Son, through thehats and apostles? Or, is it fine with
God to follow new or contrary commands and tradgiof religious men with good
sounding intentions. The Bible is clear that faésschers would come in among the
disciples.

Jesus was clear that not everyone who called to“Hird, Lord” would enter the
kingdom of heaven. Only those who do the willltd Father would enter it. Is it the
will of the Father to celebrate the birthday of Bisn? Did the Father neglect to give us
the day of His son’s birth and yet want us to aelebit? Did Jesus miss His Father’s
will? Did the Apostles and disciples miss it tobfhink these are fair and reasonable
guestions.

My conscience is troubled over Christmas becawgerot want to add to scripture. | do
not want to create or sanctify or celebrate “halgys which neither God nor Jesus
expressly willed as being holy. Can anybody butl @eclare something as holy? | find

it troubling to be rejoicing before the Lord and @od in ways that, although they may
seem right and pleasurable to me, are not in corfoce with what God asks His people
to do in praise and worship before Him.

| have been scoffed at many times by Christians sdy “I can’t see anything wrong
with celebrating Christmas, Kenny. It's my faverieligious holiday of the year. It
brings together peace and joy among Christiangilikether time of the year. This is the
time we focus on the birth and coming of our Saa®God’s ‘gift to the world.” Like

the angels and shepherds and wise men, | intergjdice in the good tidings of His
birth.”



Perhaps you who are listening today feel this garme way? Perhaps you have similar
convictions? Perhaps you would respond to me figtration or even anger for
essentially raining on your Christmas parade afebcation. But, | would urge you to
give ear to a different perception. Do not drawaosions based on tradition or
misquote the scriptures to justify your will in viheou do on December 25. Just study,
pray and let the Holy Spirit guide your beliefs gmdctices. | only ask that you let me
do the same in peace.

Perhaps logically, you could well argue that yoo'tcenake a teaching false from silence.
In other words, even though the Bible does not ao®a celebration of Christmas, you
can’'t say that holding such a celebration is wrarggven sinful. This is logical and true.

But, what is NOT true is that the Bible is silemt lvow and when to worship God in ways
that please Him. Does He give His people Holy Datysot? When men made up times,
days and ways of worship not given by God, andaledliin the slightest from what God
commanded, God was not pleased with their welkithéel worship. God grew angry and
in His just wrath, punished the offenders cuttingmh off from His people, or killing

them.

In the next program, we will look at the scriptutkat trouble my heart in deciding to
observe Christmas as a holy day. We will dischesnyths of Christmas. You don't
want to miss this and you can then weigh the ewedor yourself as | had to also do.

For now, | want to continue and explain my oppositio the celebration of Christmas on
December 25 as a national holiday in America. Whaloserve the increasing fervor of
getting God out of the government, or the publicasq, | believe the trend is clear and
the end will be the complete secularization of goreent in separating Church and State.

America is NOT Israel. America is NOT the Romarpem The founders may have
believed in God, as do many of our politiciansaxfay, but it seems clear that to a man,
our founders did not want there to be a State Ghuarémerica with its own holy days.

America was to be a nation where you as an indaljdur a non-governmental group,
could chose to worship God in any way you sawBitit, government was not to promote
any specific belief in God or institute any speartligion or religious practice in

America.

So, can you explain to me why our Congress woudlhde December 25 to be an

official, government-sanctioned, American holidag?here any doubt that this day
referenced the birth of Jesus, the head of thestmichurch? The putting of “Christ in
Christmas* or the Church'’s claim that “Jesus isrg@son for the season” does not seem
constitutional. The more you want December 25¢@lbout the birth of Jesus, the more
you are asking the government to sanction thatifgpesigion. Can you comprehend
why the opposition to Christmas is growing yeaeljtear?



Every day now in the news, we have some law sinigdded concerning the public use
of the word “God.” It has been added to our caind our citizenship pledges. Even
more hated is the public use of the word Jesu€hoist, or Savior, or Christian or
Christmas. Itis sad. But it seems that the n&verches struggle to have their sincerely
held beliefs and traditions concerning Christmapted by the society and nation, the
more the government and non-Christian groups rasistfight them in the courts. And
the tide in the local, state and federal courtd, &ren in the court of public opinion,
seems to be going against Christmas as a natgmarnment sanctioned holiday.

| predict that Christmas, as a national holiday, evientually be challenged and
overridden in our courts. | don’t know when or exahow this will happen. It is not
very important to me since | don’t observe thedalianyway. But, | think that day will
surely coming, unless the Lord decides to retufarbethen. If He does return, | believe
He would stop the celebration of Christmas immetiat Why? Consider what He said
to the rich young ruler who addressed Him as b&ogd” when asking about what he
must do to gain eternal life. We find the accauargeveral books including in Mark 10:
17-18:

Now as He was going out on the road, one came ngntinelt before Him, and
asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall | do that Iynmaherit eternal life?” So

Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? Ne isrgood but One, that is
God.”

Jesus is reprimanding this rich young ruler whasrimhim during His remarkable but
brief public ministry and kneels before Him andscélim a “Good” Teacher. Jesus, as
the Son of Man, and anointed by God to display ecfesaduring His ministry by the

power of God’s Holy Spirit, did not want to be hoed, revered or worshipped as a man
or deity; something which ONLY the sovereign Godetged.

Now, if Jesus wanted to deflect such adorationiofddlf as He personally served the
people of God as a baptized man and minister oftloel news, even to death on the tree
for them, is it any surprise that Jesus would §ndh adoration of Himself as a baby, or
as a rather helpless child, to be inappropriate®etyou ever wondered why there is so
little account of Jesus being special as a boyoang man? Yet, men have decided it is
“good” to worship Jesus as a baby laying in a mangéen’s ways indeed are not God’s
ways. Scripture declares it. History demonstratess and over the foolishness of
religious men, whether in Israel or in the churéisod.

When you go further in this teaching of Jesus, Meggthe rich young ruler the answer
from God, our Father, that allows one to inhewtreal life: “You know the
commandments®...and uses five of the last six offtee Commandments as examples. |
think we can all agree that holding a birthday yp&rt Jesus was NEVER commanded
nor practiced by His disciples. Despite this, da aave any doubt that His disciples will
inherit eternal life? Were they able to grow therch of God without a Christmas
party?



Could that ruler ensure his eternal life by givgif§s to Jesus as birthday presents? Of
course not! Would God or Jesus applaud the ritgr far giving gifts to His apostles, or
exchanging gifts with them, in honor and apprearabdf the birth of Jesus? Isn't it even
more apparent that the answer is “probably nothis 75 not what Jesus wanted His
disciples to do for Him to bring glory to God HiatRer. If it was, surely He would have
told them and us. Are you certain that Jesus asdréther look down from heaven with
joy to see how this celebration is carried out toloefore Them?

It seems likely that this was a young and wealthgrrin the synagogue, and not in the
government of Herod or Rome. Today we have sonadthyereligious leaders of
Christian Churches, who are in need of nothingingrthe disciples of Christ to
exchange presents among themselves, even with Wiasare in need of nothing. Can
you even count how many times Christmas shoppergastrated searching for a gift for
the man or woman who has everything and needsngithDoesn't this strike you as
absurd? Do you think that either Jesus or Godmoted by such religious customs and
traditions?

This is not a facetious question my friend. | ampletely serious about following

Christ not in a way that seems right and good teont® the heads of department stores,
but in a way that He reveals should be my practideope you will think about it and
consider what Jesus told the ruler who had alléezled in this life to do to enter the
kingdom of God and have treasure in heaven.

He was to keep the commandments of God, whichdestgncludes ALL Ten
Commandments, not just the last five Jesus mertidealing with human relationships.
Remember that according to Jesus, the first aratggecommandment is about our
relationship with God. It includes keeping theesei-day Sabbath commandment of the
LORD.

There is no question about what day the Lord oR&kbath had in mind for worship of
the Father. It was NOT on Sunday. It was NOT ecdnber 25. Should we be praising
the Father for giving us His Son on a date He loa®rdained or even identified?

Now think further. The second great commandmerst, whcourse, like the first and
required love for our fellow man just like our lofer God was of first importance. What
did Jesus tell this rich ruler he should do afeeckaimed to have kept the
commandments from his youth? Jesus tested hirllimgthim what he still lacked.

That was to give his material wealth to the podrofat, not a few gifts) and come and
follow the Lord of the Sabbath. What praise wailid ruler get from Jesus for giving
some nice presents to his well-healed family aieehdis? The rich man went away sadly,
for his wealth was more dear to him than followihg Lord.

If, despite the admonishments of scripture, theearalividuals or families, or Churches
or religious organizations who want to privateebeate Christmas, they certainly
should have that right to do so without any intefiee from the government. If they
encourage the giving away of their excess wealthégoor, at Christmas, | would



certainly not speak against it. Of course, theyldicand probably should, do that
throughout the year.

If anyone wants to keep a private holiday on Dea@d, couldn’t they use a vacation
day for that purpose without annoying anyone? $hoon-Christians, or those who do
not choose to celebrate a national work holidajpenember 25, be required to observe
this thinly veiled Christian holiday? | don't thirso

Just this morning, | listened on the radio to aoma Christian leader whining about his
experience when doing his Christmas shopping kat. yUpon making some gift
purchases for family and friends at a well-knowighkend department store, the clerk
wished him a “Happy Holidays!” He said somethikg F'Wouldn't it be better to wish

me a Merry Christmas?” She responded that theg wet permitted by the store to wish
people a Merry Christmas; but instead a more gemtappy Holidays.

The incident irked this Christian leader. He doesplan to shop at that store any more.
| guess it is called getting revenge. | am quiteeghat Jesus would not have reacted this
way. How about you?

It was Jesus who advised His disciples to rend€aesar what was Caesars and to God
what was God’s. If a public government office guublic company store wants to be
considerate of all its customers, it has everydvaason to not cater to those who want to
insist on hearing their favorite form of religiosalutation. If a man wants to receive or
give a Christmas greeting as a form of well-wighwwouldn'’t it be better for him to do

that with church friends or family who clearly sbdnis religious beliefs? Why expect

this at a department store or the post office? @étyhuffy if others don’'t share your
desire?

What's worse is that this Christian family-focudedder has noticed a rapidly growing
tendency among public companies to refuse to weseetim “Christmas” in their
advertising literature or in communications witkeitremployees. If the company has a
special lunch for employees, or a dinner-party @aace for them and their spouses, they
may call them Holiday lunches or parties. In theseof this famous Christian leader,
they are taking Christ out of Christmas; and hesdidike it!

He now plans to mount an assault through his gaatib program network against
businesses who are happy to sell, and profit fixerving the people buying Christmas
presents but who refuse to wish its patrons or eyegls a Merry Christmas. | guess he
will recommend that true Christians need to stgmihuthis “Christian nation” and
boycott such companies by spending their Christmaisey elsewhere. After all, isn’t
this a Christian country? No, sir, it is not naamgd never was. Let’s not rewrite history.
It is a country where Christians can practice thaigion. Read the Constitution for
yourself. You will not find the word “God” in itand certainly not Jesus, the Christ or
Savior.

But, don't the vast majority of American citizenslibve in God? Yes they do, but that



does not mean they are devoted Christians who teatglebrate the birth of Jesus.
Aren’t Christians still the majority of the citizeh Probably, but should the public policy
of the United States be to give priority to thegielus beliefs of the majority?

| wonder which religious leader insisting on a oaél “Merry Christmas” anthem would
be merry if the majority of citizens decided thdtu@ches must pay taxes on their
property and offerings; or that paid ministers figated like any other licensed
professional?

| am sorry, but | see little Christ-like behaviarthis kind of coercive approach to getting
the world to behave as Christians desire in thebeation of Christmas. Christians are to
come out of the world and not lord it over othesglae unsaved Gentile benefactors do.
This is the word of God.

Something seems to be going awry with Christmaserica. Next Sabbath we will
look at the many things that are clearly awry alfoltistmas even as celebrated in its
Churches. Perhaps we have headed off the narrtwopthe Lord of the Sabbath and
have become lost in our traditions on the wide rofthe world?



